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Sayyidah Fatimah az-Zahra JJ, ,_r.o; 

She was the Prophet's daughter. She was married 
to Sayyidina Ali - .Js, _,>j one year after hijrah. They had these 
chiJclien: Hasan, H!-Jsayn, Muhsin, Umm Kulth!Ull Kubra and 
Zaynab Kubra ...U1 Sayyidah Ayshah ...U1 r.T"; said that 
Sayyidah Fatimah had great merit$. She died six months 
after the Prophet's death. 

She narrated ahadith from the Prophet Her two 
sons narrated directly from her and her granddaughter Fatimah 
bint Hus ayn a Mursal manner. Sayyidah Ayshah 
Umm Salamah JJ, ..,> ;, Anas ibn Maalik and Salma Umm Rafi' 
also narrated from h er. (Tahdhib) 

Sayyidah Asma bint Abu Bakr 

Her title was Zaat un Nataqayn. Sh e was the eighteen th 
person to embrace Islam in Makkah. She was very intelligent, 
educated, noble, generous, and truthful. Her son AbduJlah ibn 
Zubayr - JJ, ..,>; had established his Khilafah in Makkah in the 
times of Yazid. 

She died in 73 AH when she was a hundred years old, but her 
eyesight and intelligence were unimpaired till the last time. The 
ahadith speak of her merits. 

Sh e had narrated ahadith'from the Prophet Then 
those who narrated from her included her both sons, and o thers. 
(Tafrdhib at Talrdhib v 12 p 397) 

Umm Atiyah Ansariyah 

She was Nusaybah bint Ka'b (or hint Ansariyah. She 
participated in battles with the Prophet and attended 
to the wounded and sick. Ibn Abdul Barr ...!J1 said that s he 
possessed a great rank among the sahabiyat. She was one o,f the 
women w ho gave balh to a daughter of the Prophet .• l.ll.)..­
on her death, and thereafter her hadith on 'bath to the dead' was 
considered a uthentic. She was counted among the scholars of 
Busra and the sahabah JJ,..,>; and the. tabi'in learnt the method 
of bath of the dead. 
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Sh e narrated hadith from the Prophet ....u..L•.;...·and Umar 
-...i:l•_,>;. Some people, including Anas ibn Maalik -..1•_,>;, 
narrated from her. (lsti' ab v2 p 800, Tahdhih atTahdhib v 12 p 455) 

Umm Sharik Ansariyah 

Sh e was Ghaziyah or Ghdzilah hint Dawdan Ansariyah, she 
narrated ahadith from the Prophet ..,Is> ,1, ..;-. Then Jabir ibn 
Abdullah -.L' ..,>; and others narrated from her. (Ibidp472) 

Fatimah bint Qays 

She was elder sister of Dahhak ibn Qays - JJ, ..,> J· She was a 
very early Muslim and she m igrated to Madinah in the initial 
days of Hijrah. I bnAbdul Ba rr said, "She was beautifu l and 
intelligent. After Umar's """'JJ, r.T"; martyrdom, the members of the 
Shura assembled in her h ome." Zubayr ibn Awwan """'.JJ, .,>; 
caUed her a brave women. (Isti'ah p 268, 269) 

She n arrated hadith from the Prophet r-J ...,u..lJ,.;... and a 
number of people narrated from her. (Tahdhibat Tahdhib v 13 p 444) 

Aatikah bint Zayd JJ, ,_r.o J 

Sh e was the sister of Sa'eed ibn Zayd, and one of the muhajirs. 
She had very good manners. She was first married to Abu Bakr's 
- ,1, ,r-; son, Abdullah JJ, r.T"; who loved her dearly. When he 

martyred in the battle of Ta'if, she married Zayd ibn Khattab 
..... ...u, .,>;.When he was martyred in the battle of Yamamah, Umar 
ibn Khattab -..1t,r-; married her and he had arragnged a 
walimah (w,edding feast). When he. was martyred, Z ubayr ibn 
A - ...UI .,>; married her and w hen he too was martyred, Ali 

...U1 .,>; proposed marriage with her, but she pleaded. "0 brother 
of the Prophet I wish to save you from being kiUed." 
When the inheritance of Zubayr ibn A wwam - .JJ, _,> J was being 
discussed, she said that she would accep t whatever was given to 
her without argument. She was given eighty thousand dirhams 
and she accepted that. (Isti'ab v 2 pp 768-9) 

Umar - .JJ, permitted her to affer salah in the Masjid 
Nabawi, so that she was there at the time of his Martyrdo m. 
(Tabagat Ibn Sa'd v 8 p 265) At the time of their marriage, she had 
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placed the condition that she should be allowed to go to the 
mosque and speak the truth. So, though he was displeased, he 
allowed her to got to the mosque. She had placed the same 
~on.dition with Zubayr ibn Awwam """.JJ, ._....., J and he too accepted 
1t. When she went for the salah of isha it pained him very much 
and when he found it unbearable, he went ahead of her one day 
and concealed himself on the way. As she passed by, struck her 
body with his hand and thereafter she ceased to go to the 
mosque. (Asad ul-Ghabah v 5 pp 498-9) Ibn Hajar has reported these 

• things in Asabah on the authority of lb11 Abdul Barr. These 
acc~unts show that,Sayyidah Aatikha ~ .JJ, ._.....,J was among the 
sem9r Saha~.ah """ ..U1 ._....., J and she held a position of distinction 
aiiJong them·. 

Umm ArmaJ;l ~ JJ,._r-.> 

She was the Prophet's r.-J4#..Ut..,.u slave. Her name was 
Barakah. She had brought up the Prophet r.-1 4#.JJ,._.u who called 
h er, "Mother." 'He would say. "She is the remnant o{ my family." 
He had set her free and she married Ubayd ibn Zayd -..s> .JJ1 ._....., J· 
When he was martyred i,n the battle of Hunayn, she married 
Zayd ibn Harithah .wo ..Il1...-"J· She bore him Us amah. S he 
accompanied the Prophet r.-J.,.,... ...Lt ~ in the battles of Uhaud 
and Khaybar and nursed the wounded and gave water to the 
warriors. . 

She wept very much when the Prophet r.-J 4# ..Ut.,;.... died. She 
said, "I know that he had to die, but I weep that no revelation will 
now descend from the heaven." (Tabaqat Ibn Sa'd v 8 p 213) 

Abu Bakr """....Ut._....., .> ana Urn~ .wo ..Lt._....., J used to visit her as they 
bad visited the Prophet r.-1 4#..Ilt.,;..... 

She narrated hadith from the Prophet r.-J 4# ...Lt.,;..... and among 
those who narrated from her was Anas ibn Maalik """ Js, ._....., .>· She 
died in the early days of Uthman's """...Lt ._.....,J caliphate. ·(Tahdhib 
at-Tahdhib v 12 p 459) 

H;awla hint Tuwayt ~Jl1._r-J 

She migrated after, embracing Islam and pledged allegian.ce to 
the Prophet,.r.-J.,.,.....u'..;..... She was exemplary in piety a nd 
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asceticism in the Prophet's r.-J4#....Ut.,;.... times. (Jamhartul Ansas p 
118) She kept awake all night to worship. When the Prophet ..Ut ,_;..-. 
r.-J.,.,... learnt of it, he said, "As long as you people do not til'e of 
worship and supplication, Allah. will not hesitate to reward you 
and accept your prayer. And, you are responsible for your deeds 
only so much as is within your powers. 

Her ahadith are found in Bukhari, Muslim and Muwatta. 

Umm. ad-Darda al-Kuhra ~.Il1._r-.> 

She was Khayra bint Abu Hadrad Aslarni. She was the wife of 
Abu Darda .w> .Lt._.....,J. She was very pious, learned and intelligent 
(Isti'ab lJ 2 p 293) Dhahabi has given the same description of h er in 
Tadhkiratul Huffaz. 

She narrated many adadith from Abu Darda ~...Lt._....., J Salman 
Farsi .wo....Ut ._.....,J and Sayyidah Ayshah ~.L~._.....,J· Many people 
(tabi'in). narrated from her. She also narrated from, the Prophet 
r.-J 4# ..Ilt.,;..... (Tadhkiratul huffaz v 1 p 50, lsti' ab v 2 p 292) 

Zaynah hint Abu Sal~ah ~ JJ1._r- .> 

Her mother was SayyidahUmm Salamah ~.Lt.....,J, the 
Mother of the Faithful. Hence, she was also called Zaynab bint 
Umm Salamah ~.L~._......J. Sayyidah A'Sma bint Abu Ba.kr loved her 
dearly. She bad suckled Zaynab. She held a high station ~ong 
the jurists of Madinah and the tabi'i scholar Abu Rafi' .,.,... ..Ilt ..._, > 
said, " Whenever I thought of a woman jurist of Madinah, I 
remembered Zaynab bint Abu Salamah." His wife too spoke in 
like words. 

She narrated ahadith from the Prophet r.-J 4# .L1 ._.u and from 
his honorable wives ~ .L1 ._....., .>· From her, her sons and others 
narrated forward. She died at Madinah in 73 AH. (Tahaltib at 
Tahehib v 12 p 422) 

Layla hint Qanif ~JJ1._r-; 

She was one of those who gave bath to th~ Prophet's 4# ....Ut.,;.... 
r.-J daughter, Sayyidah Umm Kulthum ~ ..Il1 ._.....,J on her death 
and shrouded her she said that as they were so occupied, the 
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Prophet ~J .o# Js, ..}J stood at the door and handed over to them 
the pieces of the shrou d one by one. (Asad ul-Ghabah v 5 p 543) 
Dawud ibn Aasim Thaqafi narrated from her. (Tahdhib at Tahdhib v 
12 p 450) 

~ 
Some books w rite Qa'if (....AI\i) but Ibn Hajar has written Qanif 

in Asabah. 

Sahlah bint Suhayi ~pJJ1~J 

She was an early Makkan Muslim and migrated to Ethiopia 
with her husban d Abu Hudhayfah ibn Utbah ...,;jli._...,J· Her 
husband had a slave, Saalim - ·.JJ,._...,J, whom he had adopted so 
th at he moved about in the house freely . About this time, the 
Prophet ~ J .P .JJ, ..}J explained how fosterage is established, so 
Saalim became her foster son. Sayyidah Ayshah ~.JJ,._...,J used to 
issue edicts on foster relationships based on this fosterage, but 
other wives of the Prophe~ ~J ~ .l11._;... differed from her, saying 
that the Prophet ~ J .o# ..lu._;... had given special concession to 
Sahlah bint Suhayl in this regard. 

Saalim ~ .JJ, ~J had arrived at Quba ahead of the Prophet 
~J ~.Lt ._;..., so, he led the Sahabad ~ .JJ, ~J in congregational 
Salah (Tabagat Ibn Sa'd v 8 p 270) · 

G h amidiyah Azdiyah ~p..lJ,~J 

Sh e was of the tribe Ghamid. The case of her being stoned is 
mentioned in sahih Muslim and other books. The Prophet .JJ, ..;... 
~ J .P led her funeral salah. 

Umm Salamah bint Abu Hakim 

Her kunyah was Unun Sulaym or Umm Sulayman, But her 
name is unknown. She enjoyed the company o f the aged 
sahabiyat who used to offer salah with th e Prophet ~J .ys. .JJ, .;-. 
(Isti' ab v 2 p 803, A sad ul Ghabalt v 5 p 589) 

Umm Yusuf Barakah Habshiyah ~p..lJ, <r"'j 

She was the se~ant of the Mother of the Faithful.- Sayyidah 
Umm H abibah ~ Jl1 ~ J, who had migrated to Ethiopia with her 
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first Husband. O n her return, Umm Y?suf became her se~vant. 
When she married the P rophet ~J .P JJ, ._;..., Umm Yusuf • .Lh ~J 
'+"' continued to be her servant. (Asabah v 8 p 27, 29) 

Amrah bint Abdur Rahman Ansariyah ~,J,,~J 
She was a scholar and a tabi'i of Madinah. She was trained by 

Sayyidah Ayshah ~.JJ,~J· She was an excellent jurist and 
scholar of hadith who had good knowledge particularly of 
Sayyidah Ayshah's ~ .ilt ~J ahadith (Ibn Hiban). This is what 
Umar ibn Abdul Aziz confirmed. (Tajhalrib at Taltdhib v 12 p 438) 

· Zuhri said that he found her like an 'ocean of Knowledge.' 
(Tadltkarat ul Huffaz v 1 p 106) 

She had a rare collection of the ahadith. Umar ibn Abdul Aziz 
.p.iJ,.,_J had them copied because he was afraid that knowledge 
would be wiped off and scholars would disappear. (Tabagat Ibn 

Sa'd v 8p37) 

Amrah bint Abdur Rhman narrated ahadith from Sayyidah 
Ayshah ~.JJ, ._...,J, Umm Hisham bint Harithah( Habibah bin t 
Sahl, Umm H abibah, and Hanmah bintJahsh '·•+'ullt~J· 

Then her son and others narrated from her. (Tahdltib at jahdltib v 

13 p438) 

*~***······ · ···· · · · ···· · · · · ······· ·***** 

These were the female jurists of the times of the sahabah .....-J 
~ .il1. Their verdicts were relied upon and all these daughters of 
Islam had great knowledge of the Book and the Sunnah. 

There were also in that period, female scholars who were 
leaders in hadith and their narrations find mention in books of 
hadith izllarge numbers. The O.:.ubaddithin have mentioned their 
names <.ild they include some others besides the foregoing. 
Dhahabi has mentioned in Tadhkiratul Huffaz, ~ its first rank 
twenty three senior saha:bah, Sayyidah Ayshah ~ ..Ut ~ J is one of 
them. In the second rank, among the senior tabi'in, Sayyida.h 
Umm Darda ~.ilt ~; is named. Besides, in the first rartk 
sixty-four noble sahabah are mentioned after the t:wenty-three. 
Their narrations are generally found in books of hadith. These are 
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followed by fourteen female hafiz (memorisers) of hadith, who 
include the Mothers of the FaithfuL Sayyidah Fatimah ~ JJ, ~J 
az-Zahra and others. (fadltkirat al Huffaz v 1 p 45) 

We have al ready mentioned ten of these fourteen as scholars 
of the Book and Sunnah. We now mention the remaining four 
briefly. 

Umm Haram bint Milhan Ansariyah ~JJ,~J 

She was the sister of Umm Sulaym and maternal aunt of Anas 
ibn Maalik ~ ~~ ~ J and wife of Ubadah ibn Samit 1f.:r .JJ, ~ J· The 
Prophet~ J ....a ...Ut.)w> was very attached to her and gave her much 
respect. Ibn Abdul Barr said, "The Prophet ~J .,u. ...Ut.;..... held her 
in great respect. He visited her and had the afternoon nap at her 
home. He prayed for her to gain martyrdom." 

Sahih Bukhari has also narrated the hadith about the 
Prophet's ..,._.J..._a.L,..;... dream and prayer and her ultimate ly 
gaining martyrdom at <;yprus in an oceanic expedition during 
Uthman's -..s. ...Ut ~J khilafah in 27 AH, in which she participated 
with her husband. She fell down from her riding beast after 
alighting from the s hip and' died a martyr's death. She was buried 
thPre. (lsti'ab tJ2 p 290) 

Sh e narral'ed.h adith from the Prophet ..,._.J.,u.Jll._;... while Anas 
ibn Maalik -...u~~J and o thers narrated from her. (Taltdhib 
at-Tahdhih tJ 12 p 462) 

Umm Sulaym bint Milhan Ansariyah 

Sh e was si~ter of Umm Haram ~ .JJ, .,r~; and mother of Anas 
ibn Maalik - ...Ut ~ J· She became Muslim with her people in early 
lslam, but her husband was displeased at that and went away to 
Syria. Then Abu Talhah sent his proposal for marriage but s he 
said, "0 Abu Talhah, do you not know that the god you worship 
grows from the earth and the black slave of a certain tribe has' 
cast it?" When he agreed with her, she ask_ed him why he 
worshipped wood. If he accepted Islam then she would marry 
him. Abu Talhah thought over it and submitted to Islam. So, she 
instructed An as If.:$- ..lJt.,r~J to arrange her marriage with Abu 
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Talhah. 

She had participated in battles with the Prophet ~J ~ ..lJ,..;... 
and was a very intelligent woman. She bore Abdullah to Abu 
Talhah and he (Abdullah) had a flourishing family, ten sons all 
scholars. 

Sayyidha Umm Sulaym lf.:r JJ, .,r~ J narrated from the Prophet 
..,._.J .ys .JJ, .;....., and her sons and others narrated hadith from her. 
(fahdltibut Tahdhin v 12 p 471) 

Umm ui Fadl Lubabah bint Harith Hilaliyah 

She was real sister of Sayyidah Maymunah ~p .lJ, .,r~ ;, wife of 
Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib and maternal aunt of Khalid ibn 
Walid - ..Lt.,r~;. According to a report, she was the second 
woman after Sayyidah Khadijah ~ JJ, ..,; to accept Islam. She 
gave birth to six noble sons of Abbas - .JJ,.,r~J, Fadl, Abdullah, 
Ma'bad, Qathm, Abdul Rahm.an. She got the kunyah Umm ul 
Fadl from Fad!, and Abbas-~'""'; got the Kunnyah Abu I Fadl. 
She was the Prophet's ..,._.J .,u. .llt..;... aunt and he would go to her 
and have some nap. 

She narrated very many ahadith from the Prophet .ys .JJ, ..;... 
..,._.J. Once the sahabah ~..ill~; were unsure if the Prophet .JJ,..;... 
..,.._. J ..,.ls.kept a fast on the day of Arafah or not. So, she sent to him 
a bowl of milk which he drank and it was clear that he was not 
fasting. (Isti'ab, Asabah v 8 p 267) 

Her sons and others narrated hadith from h er. (Taltdhiput 
Tahdhib v 12 p 449) 

Umm Hani bint Abu Talib 

She was real sister of Sayyidina Ali - .JJ, .,r~ ;. Sh e embraced 
Islam at the time Makkah was liberated, but h e r husband 
Hubyrah ibn Abu Wahb fl.ed Najran. When the Prophet ....a .JJ, ..;... 
..,._.J proposed to her she excused herself Jest she fail to give the 
right of husband (to him). (Asabah v 8, p 287) 

She survived Ali - .JJ, ~;, Her narrations from the Prophet 
..,._.J.ys..lJ•..;... are found in the six books of Hadith. Her son, 
grandson and others narrated from her. (Talldltib at Tahlltib v 12 p 
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481) 

*****·· .. ··························*****. 
There are many o ther daughe rs of Is lam besides these we 

have m entioned. They were prominent in religious knowledge 
and jurisprudence. Others had narra~d from them. Ibn Hajar has 
men tioned in the last volume of Tahdhib a t Tahdhib against Kitab 
un Nisa some three hundred and twenty five names and ku.nyah 
of women scholars of hadith and juris ts. In Taq rib at-Tahdhib 
they number th ree hundred and fifty. He has also named 
nineteen unknown women narrating from women. 

*****''""'""'"'' '''""'""''***** 
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~~~~~JJ, .,_) 

~ /~.f>S-1 4:$ JJ, ~) 

~ .J .ys. Js, ..;...; 

aha bah 

amir 
bida'ah 

bint 

Dhul hijjah 

Dhul qa'dah 
faqih (pl. fuqaha) 

faqihah 

faqihat u l ummh 

fatwa(pl. fatawa) 

fiqh 

hafiz (pl. huffaz) 

Glossary 

:may Allah's merClJ be on him I her I 
them. 

: may Allah be pleased with him (her) 
them. 

: may blessings of Allah and peace be on 

him. 
: tile Prophet's companions 

: commander, leader, rnler. 

: innovation. 

: daughter of 
:12th month of Islamic calendar 

: 11th month of Islamic calendar 

: jurisprudent,jurist 

: (fomine of faqih) 
: the female jurist of the wnmall,, (title 
giren to Sa)JlJidah Ayshail ~p ....U1 ,r; J) 

: religions edict, verdict. 
: opinions of jurists; understanding, science 
of Shair'ah 
: one who lzas memorized (the Quran or 

Haditll) 

hafizah 

hajj 

(pl. hafizat) : (Husimue of ltajiz) 

hijrah 

hijri 

ibn 

imam 
jahiliyah 

: pilgrimage to Makkah indudy standing at 
A refat (one of tire duties of a Muslim) 

: migration 
: conceming the Propfret's emigration to 

Madinalr; the year ofllijralt (loosely used 
for muslim calendar) 

:SOil of 
: tlte pmyer leader, leader 

: ignorance, pre-lslamicdm;s 
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Jumad d i uth 
110 

thami (or akhar) : 6th month of islamic calendar 

Jumadi u l ula 
(or awwal) 

khalifah 
(pl. khulafa) 

khanqah 

khatiu tal ashab 

madrasah 

mantiq 

masjid 

muadhdhin 

muhaddith 
(pl. muhaddithin) 

muhaddithah 
(pl. muhadithat) 

Muharram 

mursal 

qadi 

Rabi' ul awwal 

Rabi'uth. thani 

Rajab 

Ramadan 

ruqyah 

sadaqah 

Safar 

sahabi 

sahabiyah/ 
sahabiyat 

salaam 

san ad 

:5th month of Islamic calendar 

: caliph 

: retreat, a suft's·or a saint's retreat 

: last of the students, last of narrators 

: religious institutions, school 

: logic 

:mosque 

: one who calls to prayer 

: scholar of hadith 

:female muhadditlr 

: 1st month of Islam4; calendar 

: line of transmission of hadith that does not 
not go beyond the ~cand generation after 
the Prophet .-l--J~JJ,.;-

:judge 

: 3rd month of Islamic calendar 

: 4th month of Islamic calendar 

: 7th month of Islamic calendar 

: 9tlt month of Islamic calendar 

: recitation of the Qutarzic words cwer a 
patient 

:charity 

:2nd month of Islamic calendar 

: (sg of salrabah) 

:female sahabi jsahahalt 

:greetings 

: line of transmission of ltaiiith 

Achievements of Muslim Women in the Religious And Scholarly Fields 111 

san ad aali : a grand sanad, a rare one with fewest 
unmber of narrators 

· sayyidah : (a prefix shcwirtg respect to a female) 

sayyidina 

Sha'ban 

Shawwal 

shaykh 

: our master, (used as mark of respect for 
someone) 

:8th month of Islamic calendar 

: 10th month of Islamic calendar 

(female: shaykhah) :an old man, learned men 

sitt : a title like Say!;idall 
sufi 

sufiyah 

taba' tabi'i 

tabi' i (pl. tabi'in) 

tafaqah 

tahlil 

takbir 

takhrij 

tasawwuf 

tawilah 

ummwalad 

umrah 

wa'iz 

:mystic 
: (Fernale sufi) 

: successor of the tabi' in 

: successor of the sahabah 

: study of jurispnulence 

: to say .J.h 'jl o<l)'j, to decla~e ~llah 's unity 

: to extol Allah, say ~1Jl1 

:derivation, interpretation, conclusion 

: sufisin, mysticism, lcwe of Allah 

:black, long cap 

: a female slcwe who gives birth to her 
master's child 

: lite lesser (and optional) pilgrimage 

(teminine: wa'izah) : sermortiser, admonisher 

wafimah : wedding feast given blj bridegroom 

zawal : declination of the sun from the meridian 

·trtrtrtrtrtf ........................ -.{::(<(:(<(:(-.{::(-.{::(-.{::( 


